
Our Service of Worship for August 15, 2021  

The twentieth Sunday in ordinary time 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”—arr. Gilbert M. Martin  

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship (responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  
And also with you!  
God has set this day before us, 

A day set apart, a day of rest and praise. 

God has set our lives before us, 

A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve. 

God has set God’s seal upon our hearts, 

So that we might live fully in deep love. 

Let us worship God. 

Let your hearts be glad! 

God is faithful to us, and God rules in love. 

Then let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 

** Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” *   

A Time of Confession 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Holy God, we ask for your help, your power, your Spirit, so that we can amend 

our lives and grow more each day into the image of Christ. We confess that we fear 

what is different. We confess that we have not lived out your call to share in 

abundant life and unconditional love. We believe that you have the power to turn 

us around to a more inclusive way of living and ask you to give us the courage to 

change. We ask that you give us the energy, intelligence, imagination, and love to be 

your people in all we say and do. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of Pardon 

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and 

weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your 

God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he 

relents from sending calamity. 

The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and turn to God with the 

awareness of our need, we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

** Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 



Scripture Readings: Luke 12:49-59 * 

Sermon: “Strange Blessings”  

A Time of Offering  

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Gracious God, thank you! Thank you for your grace, for this community of 

faith, for the gifts of our lives. Bless these offerings today that they might be used to 

further your reign of righteousness here and now. Work through each of us and 

through the ministries of this congregation that we might glorify you in all we do. 

We ask it through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Solo: “Lord, Make Me An Instrument of Thy Peace”—Jonathan Wilcocks 

Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

** Hymn:  “When We Are Living” *   

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Prelude in G Major”—Johann S. Bach 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able.  
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy 

grace;  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it mount of God’s unchanging 

love! 

2. Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.   

 

 



When We Are Living  

1. When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, And when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

2. Through all our living, we our fruits must give. Good works of service are for offering. 

When we are giving, or when receiving, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

3.  Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, when sensing beauty or in love's embrace, 

Whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

4. Across this wide world, we shall always find those who are crying with no peace of mind, 

But when we help them, or when we feed them, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-59—Jesus the Cause of Division 

[Jesus said:] 49 “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 

completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and 

two against three; 53 they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately 

say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, 

you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how 

to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 

present time? 

57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 Thus, when you go with your 

accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case, or you may be 

dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer throw 

you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.” 

Moment for Meditation—How Do We Make Sense of Luke 12:51?  

Context is everything, as they say. In Luke 12, Jesus is not making some broad statement 

about his ultimate purpose. Rather, he is pointing to a very real result of his kingdom 

proclamation. As Jesus announced the kingdom of God, calling for primary allegiance, this 

often split families, as some members believed and others did not. In fact, it’s quite possible 

that Jesus’ own family was severed because of his ministry, at least during his lifetime. So, 

even though the kingdom of God ultimately establishes God’s peace on earth, the advance 

of the kingdom brings division. 

This unhappy truth does not, of course, imply that followers of Jesus are to seek conflict 

or to try to split up families. In fact, Jesus makes it clear that we are to be peacemakers. 

But making peace is not the same as making nice. Sometimes, our efforts to bring genuine 

peace to a situation or a relationship will, in fact, lead to conflict. Yet, we seek to serve 

God faithfully in such circumstances, knowing that, in the end, his genuine, lasting peace 

will pervade all creation.  

                                                                                             ~ theologyofwork.org 

We belong to God 



 


