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Sermon for July 25, 2021—“Christmas in July?” 
Seventeenth Sunday in OT, Year B—Texts: John 1:1-18 

I’m guessing that the question that might be on some minds this morning is: “Why in the 

world would we celebrate Christmas in July?” A few people have asked me this and I 

wasn’t surprised. Well, let me ask this: is the date so important? Why NOT July? 

Actually, during the third and fourth centuries, several different dates were proposed by 

various groups—including May 20th, April 2nd, November 18th, even January 6th. As it 

happens, December 25th, one of the last dates to be proposed, was the one finally 

accepted by the church in 336 AD, during the reign of the Roman Emperor Constantine. 

Scholars have speculated that Constantine chose this date to celebrate the birth of Christ 

as a political move. It was intended to weaken popular established pagan celebrations, 

once Christianity became the official religion of the empire.  

But as for the actual date of Jesus’ birth itself, most scholars point, based on scriptural 

evidence, to a late September birth of Christ. Yet, the question: “Why celebrate 

Christmas in July?” remains unanswered. Right off the bat, I might say that we do it 

because it might actually be fun to do so. My apologies to anyone who thinks that we 

shouldn’t have fun in church. Believe me those people actually exist! 

But we do it for reasons that are much more serious. Let me say it this way: Our 

celebration of worship this Sunday, much like the one we have in December, is not about 

any of the trappings, but about Christ himself. Actually that’s pretty much the case any 

time we gather for worship. 

When you strip everything else away, Christmas is about celebrating his birth, in a word, 

his incarnation; God literally becoming a human being in every sense of the word.  

In that respect, in so far as it reminds us of Christ’s birth, and helps us to seriously re-

consider Jesus’ incarnation and what that means, I would submit that it makes celebrating 

Christmas in July, not simply a good idea, but somehow necessary.  

Now, when I say re-consider, I don’t mean to merely consider again, but consider in a 

new and different way. It seems to me, therefore, that we should take a few moments to 

consider what the church refers to as the Mystery of the Incarnation—the belief that God 

became flesh and revealed Himself in the person of Christ. Scripture certainly doesn’t 

describe—in any detail—exactly how that happened.  

That’s why it’s a mystery and why the idea that it did indeed happened is something we 

need to “take on faith.” This belief is—of course—central to our faith and around which 

many other things revolve. This includes the idea of the dual nature of Jesus.  

Now, while I suspect that it’s both easy and natural to be drawn to the divine part of 

Christ’s nature, we shouldn’t so be too quick to look past—or overlook entirely—Jesus’ 

humanity.  This dual nature—fully human and fully divine—is the key to understanding 

who Jesus is and His mission of salvation. The very name Jesus means, “the Lord is 

salvation” or “the Lord Saves.”  

We see in Scripture that Jesus had real, human, physical needs and limitations. He 

became hungry, thirsty, and physically tired. He had real human emotions. At various 

points in the New Testament, Jesus is described as troubled, sorrowful and 

compassionate—and when clearing the Temple, I’d hazard a guess that he was pretty 
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darn angry. The passage from John’s gospel where it tells us that Jesus wept over the 

death of his friend Lazarus speaks volumes about His humanity. Scripture also tells us 

that Jesus was tempted in a very real way. In a weakened state in the wilderness, after his 

baptism, Jesus had to face and overcome the temptations and manipulations of Satan. 

Temptations that were at once physical, psychological, as well as spiritual. The author of 

Hebrews also says that “...we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with 

our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are—yet without sin.” Jesus had 

to face and conquer temptation, on behalf of His people as a man, to win victory where 

Adam had fallen.  

I offer this quote... 

“The dual substance of Christ-the yearning, so human, so superhuman, of man to 

attain to God, or more exactly, to return to God and identify himself with him-has 

always been a deep inscrutable mystery to me. This nostalgia for God, at once so 

mysterious and so real, has opened in me large wounds and also large flowing 

springs. 

“My principal anguish and the source of all my joys and sorrows from my youth 

onward has been the incessant, merciless battle between the spirit and the flesh...and 

my soul is the arena where these two armies have clashed and met. 

“The anguish has been intense. I have fought to reconcile these two primordial forces 

which are so contrary to one another, to make them realize that they are not enemies 

but rather fellow-workers so that they might rejoice in their harmony, and so that I 

might rejoice with them. Christ passed through all the stages which the man who 

struggles passes through. That is why his suffering is so familiar to us, that is why we 

share it.”  

So wrote Greek author Nikos Kazantzakis in the prologue to his book The Last 

Temptation of Christ. I have read the book and have seen the movie adaptation numerous 

times. It has—to say the least—had a profound effect on my faith and my life, because it 

resonated so deeply within me, though I’m still trying to fully understand why. What I 

can say is that I believe, like Kazantzakis, that we all—each of us—live our lives, to one 

degree or another, wrestling with and trying to work out and understand the mystery of 

our faith.  

Further in the prologue, Kazantzakis wrote that:  

“Every man partakes of the divine nature in both his spirit and his flesh. That is why 

the mystery of Christ is not simply a mystery for a particular creed, it is universal. 

The struggle between God and man breaks out in everyone, together with the longing 

for reconciliation.” 

Thus, we too might consider our lives as “the incessant, merciless battle between the 

spirit and the flesh.” What does this mean? I think it means that we identify, personally 

and profoundly, with what we might consider the universal predicament of humankind of 

which Christ's life was the model. Simply stated, Jesus can understand people’s 

problems. He experiences loss, desire, and other human feelings and frailties. That is why 

we can identify with his struggle and perhaps begin to deal with our own.  
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So, why was it necessary for Jesus to be fully human? Well—again—there’s been 

numerous attempts over the last two millennium to answer that question. I believe there 

are several reasons. 

First, Jesus was our representative in obedience. Just as Adam’s sin of disobedience 

allowed sin into the world, so the obedience of Christ, as Paul tells us in Romans, 

“...leads to acquittal and life for all men.”  

Second—without diving too deep into atonement theories, we needed a substitute 

sacrifice. Jesus had to be a man and not, say, an angel or some other heavenly being, 

because God was concerned mainly with saving humankind, restoring the relationship 

and reconciling all people to himself. The letter to the Hebrews tells us that “...he has 

appeared once for all, at the end of the age, to remove sin by the sacrifice of 

himself.” 

Third, man needed a Mediator—a go between—between himself and God. But in order 

to fill that role, Jesus had to be both God and man. We read in Timothy’s first letter that, 

“...there is one God, there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ 

Jesus, himself human.” In addition, the letter to the Hebrews speaks of Jesus as, “...the 

mediator of a new covenant.”  

Finally, he had to be a man to serve as an example to us. Paul told the Corinthians that  

we are all “...being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory...” 

Likewise, Peter tells us that, with regard to suffering, Christ is our example. He wrote 

that, “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in 

his steps.”  

God showed compassion and love by sending His Son to die for us. It is as simple, but, at 

the same time, as complex as that. One of the trickiest parts of all this, for me anyway, is 

how God could lower himself to the point of being human, without violating the essence 

of who He is?  

I mean, how can Jesus be simultaneously both fully human and fully divine? Short 

answer: Who knows? I sure don’t—I wish! As I said earlier, this is a mystery—perhaps 

the greatest mystery of faith. Seventh century theologian St. Maximus wrote that, “...for 

the Word of God, who is God, wills always and in everything, to bring about the mystery 

of his embodiment.”  

A mystery, by the church’s definition, is an article of faith or doctrine, which defies 

man’s ability to grasp. And by any definition—the Incarnation is a mystery because 

there’s no definitive explanation for how that all happened. 

Lots of theologians throughout history, some of the most important and influential writers 

and scholars, have all weighed in on this and there’s little agreement. Can we ever know 

the answer? Will we? Maybe. Possibly. Actually—I suspect we can and will. Someday. 

I’m thinking that maybe we can just ask Jesus himself when we see him. Of course, by 

then, it probably won’t matter.  

For now, however, faith is crucial. Not exactly blind faith in a particular idea, but faith 

that all will be revealed in time. Faith that it happened and that it’s had a profound effect 

on every living thing. 
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You see—it’s only through faith  that we can, at least for now, begin to understand the 

incarnation; not understand in terms of knowing, but in seeing it as an act of grace—a 

free gift, as we talked about last week. 

A gift wherein Christ took our human nature into union with his Divine Person and 

became a human being. It’s this very act of incarnation that we celebrate in the birth of 

Christ both today—and in December. In this celebration we remember that Jesus came 

into the world as a tiny baby; so fragile, so unmistakably human, and yet—at the same 

time—so divine.  

These notions proceed from the stable in Bethlehem in the Nativity story and wind 

themselves through the gospels. They crisscross throughout and eventually come together 

again at the cross in the Passion story and then at the empty tomb. This is why I’ve 

always believed that you can never separate the manger from the cross, any more than 

you can separate the cross from the empty tomb.  

But it doesn’t end there, because as the story continues and weaves itself into our stories; 

as we, the Church, become the incarnate Body of Christ, his hands and feet in the world, 

carrying on his mission. 

And so we have come to know—and here, brothers and sisters, is the thing—that Jesus 

Christ is truly the One. Our gospel reading makes clear that Jesus was the One who was 

there in the beginning with God and who is God.  

The One through whom all things came into being.  

The One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life—the Life that is the light of all people.  

Jesus Christ is—now and forever—the Word made flesh who lived among us and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

In Jesus Christ—fully human and fully divine, our own humanity is validated and the 

door to our divinity has been opened. 

Thanks be to God. Amen and amen. 

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/grace.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/christ.html

