
Our Service of Worship for July 18, 2021  

The sixteenth Sunday  

in ordinary time 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”—arr. Erin Hansen 

Jackie Davis, harp 

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord ” *   

A Time of Confession  

Prayer for Illumination and Scripture Readings: Genesis 32:3-33:11; Luke 10:32-48 * 

Sermon: “The Nature of Grace”  

A Time of Offering  

Special Music: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”—arr. Rhen Barnwell 

Jackie Davis, harp and Heather MacPhail, organ 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements 

The Pastoral Prayer After Communion/The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “Amazing Grace” * (All are invited to stand and sing!)  

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Allegro Vivace in Bb Major”—arr. G. F. Handel   

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 
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I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 

1. I love Thy kingdom, Lord, the house of Thine abode, 

The church our blest Redeemer saved with His own precious blood. 

2. I love Thy church, O God: her walls before Thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of Thine eye and graven on Thy hand.  

3. Beyond my highest joy I prize her heavenly ways, 

Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise. 

Amazing Grace  

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come: 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

4. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 

First Scripture Reading: Genesis 32:3-33:11 

3 Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of 

Edom, 4 instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant 

Jacob, ‘I have lived with Laban as an alien, and stayed until now; 5 and I have oxen, 

donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves; and I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may 

find favor in your sight.’” 

6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he is 

coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and distressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and 

camels, into two companies, 8 thinking, “If Esau comes to the one company and destroys 

it, then the company that is left will escape.” 

9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD who 

said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, and I will do you good,’ 10 I am 

not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown 

to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have become two 

companies. 11 Deliver me, please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for 

I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers with the children. 12 Yet you 

have said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which 

cannot be counted because of their number.’”  

13 So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a present for his 

brother Esau, 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and 

twenty rams, 15 thirty milch camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female 

donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16 These he delivered into the hand of his servants, every 

drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me, and put a space between 

drove and drove.”17 He instructed the foremost, “When Esau my brother meets you, and 

asks you, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of 

you?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob; they are a present sent to 

my lord Esau; and moreover he is behind us.’”  

 



19 He likewise instructed the second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You 

shall say the same thing to Esau when you meet him, 20 and you shall say, ‘Moreover your 

servant Jacob is behind us.’” For he thought, “I may appease him with the present that goes 

ahead of me, and afterwards I shall see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the 

present passed on ahead of him; and he himself spent that night in the camp. 22 The same 

night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children,  and crossed 

the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had.  

24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with 

him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he 

did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on 

the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of 

joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, 

“Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob 

said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”  

27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And 

he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You 

shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with humans, and 

have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is 

it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 

him.  

30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 

life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his 

hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip 

socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle.  

33 Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So he 

divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. 2 He put the maids with 

their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3 He 

himself went on ahead of them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came 

near his brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 

they wept. 5 When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are 

these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your 

servant.” 6 Then the maids drew near, they and their children, and bowed down; 7 Leah 

likewise and her children drew near and bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew 

near, and they bowed down.  

8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find 

favor with my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for 

yourself.” 10 Jacob said, “No, please; if I find favor with you, then accept my present from 

my hand; for truly to see your face is like seeing the face of God, since you have received 

me with such favor. 11 Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt 

graciously with me and because I have everything I want.” So he urged him and he took it. 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading: Luke 10:38-42—Jesus Visits Martha and Mary 

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain 

village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha 

was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and 

asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to 

do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But 

the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried 

and distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only one 

thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 

taken away from her.” 

Moment for Meditation—Grace 

It takes dedication, mindfulness, and practice to live a life of faith. We may hesitate or 

falter but that is ok, because we live in God’s Grace.  And, strengthened with the gift of 

faith, when we struggle with unfulfilled needs, personal insecurities, or uncertain futures, 

we may find comfort knowing God walks with us through these storms. And we may 

continue to strive to live into the Grace freely given us, loving our neighbors and our 

enemies, serving the poor and oppressed, healing the afflicted, and uplifting those who 

suffer. We may rest assured that, created in God’s likeness, and alive with knowledge of 

God’s Grace, our presence becomes a conduit for God’s Grace in the world.   

                                                                                                         ~ Kristie Rubendunst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incontro tra Esaù e Giacobbe, Francesco Hayez (1791-1882) 

(Meeting Between Jacob and Esau) 


