
Our Service of Worship for June 27, 2021  

The thirteenth Sunday  

in ordinary time 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”—arr. Phillip Keveren    

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” *  

A Time of Confession  

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Readings: Mark 5:21-43 * 

Sermon: “Just Believe”  

A Time of Offering  

Solo: “Thanks Be To God”—Stanley Dickson 

Paul Vigar, baritone 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” * (You are invited to sing all verses!) 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing”—arr. John Innes     

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 
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God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  

1. God, whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store: 

Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door. 

Gifted by You, we turn to You, offering up ourselves in praise: 

Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

2. Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, Your Son: 

All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone:  

Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at Your throne. 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

1. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  

2. Before our Father’s throne, we pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

3. From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 5:21-43—A Woman Healed and a Girl Restored to Life  

21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 

gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named 

Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with him, 

“My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be 

healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him.  

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was 

there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 

years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of 

many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of 

getting better she grew worse.  

27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind 

him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because 

she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be 

healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed 

from her suffering.  

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd 

and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his 

disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?” 32 But Jesus kept looking 

around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to 

her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the 

synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 
36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 37 He did not 

let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James.  

 



38 When they came to the home of the synagogue 

leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and 

wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all 

this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but 

asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him. 

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and 

mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in 

where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to 

her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the 

girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 

completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told 

them to give her something to eat. 

Moment for Meditation—Mizpah 

Mizpah is Hebrew for “watchtower.” As mentioned in the story of Jacob and Laban, in 

Genesis 31, making a pile of stones marked an agreement between two people, with God 

as their watching witness. 

In the biblical story, Jacob had secretly fled the house of Laban, his father-in-law, in the 

middle of the night, taking flocks of animals, all his other assets, and his two wives and 

their children (the daughters and grandchildren of Laban) with him, intending never to 

return. Laban discovered this and pursued Jacob. After discussion, the two decided to 

formalize the separation and Laban agreed to let Jacob go in peace. The two men then 

determined to erect a pile of stones, a figurative watchtower, called a mizpah, to 

commemorate this promise, even though no person was present other than the two men 

when it was made. 

“So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. He said to his relatives, ‘Gather some 

stones.’ So they took stones and piled them in a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 

Laban said, ‘This heap is a witness between you and me today.’ That is why it was 

called Galeed. It was also called Mizpah, because he said, ‘May the Lord keep watch 

between you and me when we are away from each other.’” (Genesis 31:45-49)  

Since that time, the mizpah has come to connote an emotional bond between people who 

are separated (either physically or by death). Mizpah jewelry is often made in the form of 

a coin-shaped pendant cut in two with a zig-zag line bearing the words “The Lord watch 

between me and thee, when we are absent one from another.”  

I think I speak for the entire congregation when I say thank you to Lynn and Dave for their 

service to the church and all they’ve done for us. Though retired, Lynn will remain with us 

as a volunteer. Dave, however, will be leaving and heading to Florida. No one in any church 

is irreplaceable, but Dave comes very close, having made an indelible mark here at 

Westwood First. I can’t begin to express how much he has meant—not just to the church, 

but to me personally. We all wish Dave the best and we can take heart knowing that God 

will be watching over us all as we are apart. 

                                                                                                                 ~ Pastor Jeff  

 

 

 

 

 



WORD SEARCH 


