
 

Our Service of Worship for May 23, 2021 

Pentecost 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Loving Spirit”—arr. Emma Lou Diemer 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Spirit” * 

A Time of Confession  

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Readings: Acts of the Apostles 2: 1-24, 36-42 * 

Sermon: “Straight Talk”  

A Time of Offering 

Solo: “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit”—Spiritual    

Travis Pearce, tenor 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “Breathe On Me Breath of God” *  

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”—arr. Mark Sedio 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

 

   

 

 



 

Spirit    

Spirit, spirit of gentleness. blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valley of sleep, 

And over the eons you called to each thing,  
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness. blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

2. You swept through the dessert, you stung with the sand, 

And you gifted your people with a law and a land, 

And when they were blinded with their idols and lies, 

Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness. blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

3. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise.  

Spirit, spirit of gentleness. blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God  

1. Breathe on Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 

That I may love the way you love, and do what you would do. 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine, 

 Until this earthly part of me, glows with Thy fire divine. 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 

But live with you the perfect life of Thine eternity. 

  

Scripture Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2—The Coming of the Holy Spirit  

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  



 

 

8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 

we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.”  

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this 

is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions,  

    and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

22 “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 

you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, 

as you yourselves know—23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan 

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.  

24 But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because 

it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 36 Therefore 

let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has 

made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 

to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 

do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who 

are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 4 

0 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and 

that day about three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  



 

Moment for Meditation—Pentecost  

It’s impossible to live the life of a Christian without the help of the Holy Spirit. But to 

appreciate the role of the Spirit in the life of a Christian we have to start with Jesus himself. 

Even Jesus needed the Spirit. The Spirit had a big role to play in his life. The Spirit 

descended on him at his baptism, revealing him as the Father’s beloved Son. At his baptism 

he also received power from on high for the mission he was about to begin. The Spirit was 

not just given for a moment; the Spirit remained with him throughout his public ministry. 

Jesus was continually led, strengthened and guided by the Spirit. 

It was the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. It was the Spirit who opened the minds of 

his disciples and helped them to understand the meaning of his death. When he was raised 

up to glory at the right hand of the Father, Jesus poured out the Spirit on those who were 

to carry on his mission. The Holy Spirit descended on the apostles, individually and 

collectively. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they began their mission. And we see the great 

courage and confidence with which they did so.  

The Spirit is not given for a moment but accompanies us on our journey in the footsteps of 

Jesus. The Spirit gives us power to participate in the work of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is our 

strength in times of weakness, our guide in times of doubt, our consoler in times of sadness, 

our advocate who always pleads our cause. We can’t take even one step without the Spirit. 

The Spirit that we have been given is not a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of power. The 

coming of the Spirit provided the apostles with the energy, the courage, and the love to get 

on with the task Christ had given them. May the Holy Spirit come upon us and shower us 

with his gifts that are so needed during these difficult times.  

             ~ Rev. Tomasz Zalewski 

Pentecost demands that we listen with a willing heart, and that we open ourselves to 

ongoing radical transformation. Soul work is always challenging and calls us beyond our 

comfort zone. Prayer isn't about baptizing the status quo, but entering into dynamic 

relationship with the God who always makes things new. Scripture challenges our 

ingrained patterns of belief, our habitual attitudes and behavior. Conversion is about 

maintaining what the Buddhists call “Beginner's Mind.” St. Benedict speaks to this in his 

Rule when he says, “always begin again.” 

To be fully human and alive is to know the tension of our dustiness, our mortality, to be 

called to a profoundly healthy humility where we acknowledge that we can know very little 

of the magnificence of the divine Source of all. Once we have journeyed through the desert 

and stripped away the vestiges of our hubris, we can dance into the new life awaiting us. 

                                                                       ~ Christine Valters Paintner, Patheos 

 



 

 


