
 

Our Service of Worship for May 16, 2021 

The Ascension of Jesus 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Allegro moderato,” from Sonata in E-flat Major—J. S. Bach 

Samantha Goes, flute and Heather MacPhail, piano 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”*—Noelle Scheper, soprano 

A Time of Confession  

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Readings: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53 * 

Sermon: “Okay, Get to Work!”  

A Time of Offering 

Solo: “Aria”—Charles Callahan 

Samantha Goes, flute and Heather MacPhail, organ 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “Song of Hope”*—Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!”—arr. Anna Laura Page 

Heather MacPhail, organ 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns    

1. Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne. 

Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 

2. Crown Him the Lord of peace; whose power a scepter sways; 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; and round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.  

3. Crown Him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time;  
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

Song of Hope   

May the God of hope go with us every day,  

Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way,  

Bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

Praying, let us work for peace, singing, share our joy with all, 

Working for a world that's new, faithful when we hear Christ's call. (2X) 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11—The Promised Spirit/Jesus’ Ascension  

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 

taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented 

himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While 

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what 

you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will  

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and 

they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them.  

11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 



 

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53—The Ascension of Jesus 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with  

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he 

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 

the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 

he blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

Moment for Meditation—The Ascension of Jesus  

The ascension of Christ may not seem as momentous to the Christian story as the 

resurrection or as rousing as the image of Jesus on the cross. After the death and 

resurrection, in fact, the ascension might even seem somewhat anti-climactic.  

For the Christian, however, no action of Jesus is without weight, and this, his last action 

on earth, is weighed with far more hope than is often realized. Ascending to heaven, the 

work God sent him to accomplish was finally completed. The ascension was a living and 

public declaration of his dying words on the Cross: It is finished. In the ascension, Jesus 

furthered the victory of Easter—the victory of a physical body in whom God had conquered 

death. Because of the ascension, the incarnation is not a past or throwaway event. Because 

of the ascension, we know that the incarnate Son who was raised from the dead is sharing 

in our humanity even now.  

Ascension Day, a holy day falling inconspicuously on a Thursday in May, is the 

conspicuous declaration that we are not left as orphans. In the same post-resurrection body 

that he invited Thomas to touch, Jesus invites us to full humanity even today. He ascended 

with a body, he shares in our humanity, extending his own body even now, promising to 

return for our own bodies. Christ is preparing a room for us, and we know it is real because 

he himself is real. 

                                                                                      ~ Jill Carattini, RZIM.org 

 


