
Our Service of Worship for May 30, 2021 to  

Trinity Sunday  
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”—arr. Jason W. Krug 

Westwood First Chancel Bells 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn Intro: “Trumpetings”—Michael W. Joy 

Westwood First Chancel Bells 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” *—Paul Vigar, baritone  

A Time of Confession  

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Readings: Joshua 5:13-15; Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Ephesians 2:11-22 * 

Sermon: “God’s Side”  

A Time of Offering 

Special Music: “America, the Beautiful”—arr. Betty Garee 

Westwood First Chancel Bells 

A Pastoral Prayer for Memorial Day and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” *—Paul Vigar, baritone 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”—arr. Michael Helman 

Heather MacPhail, organ 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

 

 



Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!  

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee, 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

2. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

3. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

   My Country ‘Tis of Thee  

1. My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride, 

From every mountainside let freedom ring! 

2. My native country, thee, land of the noble free, thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 

3. Our fathers’ God to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright, with freedom's holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, Great God our King. 

First Reading: Joshua 5:13-15—Joshua’s Vision 

13 Once when Joshua was by Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing before him 

with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you one of us, 

or one of our adversaries?” 14 He replied, “Neither; but as commander of the army of the 

Lord I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and he 

said to him, “What do you command your servant, my lord?” 15 The commander of the 

army of the Lord said to Joshua, “Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where 

you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

Second Reading: Deuteronomy 10:12-22—The Essence of the Law 

12 So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? Only 

to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to 

keep the commandments of the Lord your God and his decrees that I 

am commanding you today, for your own well-being. 14 Although 

heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the 

earth with all that is in it, 15 yet the Lord set his heart in love on your 

ancestors alone and chose you, their descendants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is 

today. 16 Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stubborn any longer.  

17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 

awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18 who executes justice for the orphan and 

the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing.  

 



19 You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall 

fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his 

name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for you these 

great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 22 Your ancestors went down to 

Egypt seventy persons; and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars 

in heaven. 

Third Reading: The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 2:11-22—One in Christ 

11 So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” 

by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by 

human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from 

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 

and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ.  

14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down 

the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 

commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place 

of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one 

body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and 

proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through 

him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is 

joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built 

together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

Moment for Meditation—Memorial Day: Celebrating Service and Sacrifice 

What we remember—and honor—on Memorial Day is heroic sacrifice. We acknowledge 

those who nobly gave of themselves, even unto death, for a purpose they believed was 

greater than themselves. In the spirit of the day, we can also recall, honor, and pray for all 

those we know who have lived lives of service and sacrifice for the good of others. One 

definition of sacrifice is “the destruction or surrender of something for the sake of 

something else.” Sacrifice implies giving up one good for a higher good. Life in the family 

is full of opportunities for service and sacrifice. 

What counts in this definition is the phrase “for the sake of something else.” Is that 

“something else” worthy of the sacrifice we make? True sacrifice is always at the service 

of life. We learn this from Jesus, who made the ultimate sacrifice and remained faithful 

through his Passion, death, and Resurrection. Jesus’ greater purpose for this sacrifice was 

our well-being—that we might have life and have it abundantly. This Memorial Day, as 

we remember all who have served and sacrificed on our behalf, let us not forget what Jesus 

was willing to give up for us—and the lessons we can learn from that perfect example of 

sacrifice. 

         ~ Tom McGrath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


