
 

Our Service of Worship for May 9, 2021 

The sixth Sunday of easter 

Mother’s day 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Priere a Notre Dame”—Boellmann 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” *  

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 49:13-16; Matthew 20:20-28  * 

Sermon: “Mother Is the Name for God...”  

A Time of Offering 

Solo: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”—arr. Mark Hayes 

Kristi Reed, soprano 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn:  “How Happy Is Each Child of God” *  

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Menuet Gothique”—Boellmann  

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 
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  I will not forget you... 



 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing    

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;  
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 

2. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let Thy grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee; 

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. 

How Happy Is Each Child of God   

1. How happy is each child of God who walks within God’s ways! 

You’ll reap good fruit from honest work, and joy in life always. 

2. How happy is the family who honors God above! 

The Lord shall send all help and grace to bless your home with love. 

3. May God’s great peace, good health, and joy forever fill your home; 

May you and your descendants know forever God’s shalom!  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:13-16—God the Loving Parent 

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

    break forth, O mountains, into singing!  
For the Lord has comforted his people,  

    and will have compassion on his suffering ones. 

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, 

    my Lord has forgotten me.” 
15 Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

    or show no compassion for the child of her womb? 

Even these may forget, 

    yet I will not forget you. 
16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; 

    your walls are continually before me. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:20-28—The Request of the Mother of James and John 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him 

with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a 

favor of him. 21 And he said to her, “What do you 

want?” She said to him, “Declare that these two sons of 

mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your 

left, in your kingdom.”  

22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are 

asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to 

drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to 

them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not 

mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 



 

24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to 

him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones are tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 

among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

a ransom for many.” 

Moment for Meditation—God As Mother 

It seems that God has far less of a problem being referred to in the feminine than we have 

with referring to God in the feminine. We don’t talk about God as woman or mother, even 

though the biblical witness does and even though the saints before us frequently did. We 

are poorer in our understanding of God for not lifting up those passages.  

If you didn’t realize it—and some people really don’t, because we often only refer to God 

with male language—God is not a man. God in human form, Jesus, obviously is, so there’s 

that. And we talk about the Trinity in terms of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But that is just 

language we use trying to describe the indescribable. Any language about God is just that: 

it’s about God. It is not God, and it doesn’t capture the entirety of God. So leaving out 

entire chunks of how God is described leaves us with less understanding of God, which is 

why we should pay attention when God is described in terms of a woman, and as mother. 

God comforts us as a mother comforts her child. That deep bond...that is a glimpse of the 

bond God has with us. Since mothers are notoriously imperfect, we can rejoice that even 

the most beautiful part of our relationships with those who have mothered us is just a hint 

of God’s love for us. How does knowing that shape how we understand God’s grace? 

When we start realizing that God is not contained by any one type of imagery, we grow in 

our understanding and our relationship with God. We begin to see ourselves as God’s 

beloved treasures; and the tasks of our lives as God’s work. And we begin to share the joy 

that comes from all of that with others, and we find that God has changed not only us but 

our world. 

                                                  ~ Michelle Terry, https://www.boldcafe.org/god-mother/ 

 

 

 



 

 


