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Sermon for April 1, 2021—”More Than We Think...” 
Maundy Thursday, Year B—Texts: John 13:1-35 

“If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”  

This is Maundy Thursday. We might, instead, call this time in Holy Week the Day of 
Commandment. While Jesus and his disciples are gathered in the upper room for their final meal 
together, their Last Supper, Jesus commands them to love one another. He says: this is what you 
know—that God is love. You know this because I have shown you the love of God in everything I 
have done and spoken for the three years we have been together. You know God is love.  

Then he says: this is what you must do. You must show this same love to each other and to the 
world. You will be able to do this because I have shown you how to live a life according to the will 
of God. We know more than we think we do. We know more than we are willing to act upon. And 
I’m sad to say, we do things every day that are inconsistent with what we know. Things that show 
how far we are from having devoted our whole selves to the love of God in Christ, and things that 
push the people around us further away from that love. Sometimes it’s fear that gets in the way 
of our swimming in the vast ocean that is the love of God for us.  

One of Aesop’s fables goes like this:  

A number of foxes assembled on the bank of a river and wanted to drink, But the current was so 
strong and the water looked so deep and dangerous that they didn’t dare to do so, but stood near 
the edge encouraging one another not to be afraid. At last one of them, to shame the rest and 
show how brave he was, said, “I am not a bit frightened! See, I’ll step right into the water!” He 
had no sooner done so than the current swept him off his feet. When the others saw him being 
carried downstream they cried, “Don’t go and leave us! Come back and show us where we too 
can drink with safety.” But he replied, “I’m afraid I can’t yet. I want to go to the seaside, and this 
current will take me there nicely. When I come back I’ll show you with pleasure.” 

We know more than we think we do.  “If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 

We have a vast store of knowledge gained from simply wending our way through the world. But 
before all that, before we were weaned, before we ever set foot out into the world, we already 
possessed knowledge. That is to say, if your infancy went as nature – and God – intended, and 
you were treasured and gently raised up to the fulfillment of your whole selfhood. You know if 
you cry, someone takes care of you. If you touch something sharp or something hot, you are hurt. 
If the people close to you go away, they will come back. If you stay by yourself too long, you feel 
lonely. If you act mean, people turn away from you.  

Some of this ancient knowledge stays with you, right on the surface, but some of it gets buried, it 
becomes subterranean. Our subterranean knowledge is exactly what Jesus is looking for, when 
he reaches into the deep recesses of our hearts and minds and souls. And keep in mind that if that 
is true, then we have no business judging the very people who find it most difficult to understand 
what Jesus is talking about. Their subterranean knowledge is perhaps not the same as yours, in 
fact it may be quite the opposite.  

If you cry, no one takes care of you. If you touch something sharp or hot, you are hurt, but that’s 
just the way life is. If the people who should be close to you go away, they never come back. If 
you stay by yourself too long, you feel lonely but you have no point of comparison to identify your 
feeling as loneliness. If you act mean, people turn away from you, but that’s all right because you 
don’t trust them anyway. This is the other kind of subterranean knowledge  
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Jesus pays extra special attention to, because he knows it for what it is: terminal lostness. Jesus is 
not afraid of that kind of knowledge. When Jesus seeks the bereft, the hurt, the distrustful, the 
lost, the angry, he is engaged in the work of transformation. He who was there with God even 
before the cosmos was formed out of chaos has a thing or two to say about emptiness. If someone 
is empty only God can bring about change.  

We know more than we think we do. 

“If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”  

If we were to categorize Jesus in regular-person terms, we would have to say that Jesus is a 

thinker, a listener, a speaker and a doer. Jesus has it all, and guess what: he is telling us to be the 

same way, to the extent that we possibly can! To be a thinker, a listener, a speaker and a doer.  

The apostle James writes, in James chapter 1,  

“But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 

hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 

they look at themselves and, on-going away, immediately forget what they were like. But 

those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 

forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.” 

When Jesus commands his disciples to love one another, he knows that some people are easy to 

love. They love us back. They show gratitude for even the smallest acts of kindness. They respect 

the trust they have received, knowing what a precious gift that is. The hurts they cause us are 

manageable and they are followed up by sincere apology and a promise. Relationships can be that 

beautiful for us.  

But it is difficult at times to love someone who hurts you and never acknowledges having done 

so. Who betrays your trust. Who insists on going away and never coming back. Not just difficult 

but nearly impossible. Relationships can be that awful for us.  

But in commanding us to love one another Jesus also provides us with the means to be joyfully 

obedient. That is our blessing: the joy of living an abundant and holy life, in harmony with 

ourselves, with others and with God. Jesus gives us the grace of God, the mercy of God, the love 

of God, in a form that is preeminent over any other imaginable form. His own self. We know more 

than we think we do.  

Thanks be to God. Amen and amen. 


