
 

Our Service of Worship for April 1, 2021 

Maundy Thursday  
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Prelude: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”—arr. Roy Brunner 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” * 

                                                        Kristi Reed, soprano          

Reflection: “More Than We Think” 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: John 13:1-3, The Passion Narrative, Part One—The Last Supper * 

Solo: “Were You There?” 

                                                        Kristi Reed, soprano           

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 
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Ah, Holy Jesus  

1. Ah, holy Jesus, how have you offended,  

That mortal judgment has on you descended?  

By foes derided, by your own rejected, O most afflicted!  

2. Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon you?  

It is my treason, Lord, that has undone you!  

‘Twas I Lord Jesus, I denied you; I crucified you; 

3. Therefore, dear Jesus, since I cannot pay you,   

I do adore you, and will ever praise you,  

Think on your pity and your love unswerving, not my deserving. 

Gospel Reading: John 13:1-38—The Last Supper 

1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 

them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot 

to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 

his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the 

table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  

5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 

with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 

are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 

but later you will understand.”  

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 

you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 

except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For 

he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 

to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and 

you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you 

also should do as I have done to you.  

16 “Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 

greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 

them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfill the 

scripture, ‘The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I tell you this now, 

before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I 

tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me receives 

him who sent me.” 

21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one 

of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 

speaking. 23 One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to 

him; 24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So 

while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the 

one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.”  



So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After 

he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what 

you are going to do.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some 

thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we 

need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving 

the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 

himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 

You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 

you cannot come.’  

34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 

also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow 

afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my 

life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, 

before the cock crows, you will have denied me three times. 

Moment for Meditation – Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday is a time to commemorate when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, 

and the Last Supper. The word “maundy” comes from the Latin word that means 

“commandment.” This is referring to John 13:34 where Jesus says, “A new commandment 

I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.” 

In the time of Jesus, the washing of feet was a responsibility only for a servant, so it was 

shocking to the disciples when Jesus began to wash their feet. This demonstration of His 

great love and servant leadership is the example of how we should treat one another. In 

John 13:14, Jesus tells his disciples that this loving, servant attitude is expected of them as 

well: “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet.” 

In addition to the foot-washing and “new commandment,” Maundy Thursday recognizes 

the Last Supper. Jesus blessed the bread and wine as a symbol of his body and blood, which 

He would sacrifice the very next day. After this, Jesus tells his disciples to “do this in 

remembrance” of him. That’s the reason Christians today still observe the Lord’s Supper. 

On this year’s Maundy Thursday, reflect on these passages of Scripture and ask yourself, 

am I loving others the way Jesus loves me? Am I serving in the way that Jesus served? Do 

I keep a remembrance of what Jesus did for his followers? Try going out of your way on 

this day to serve and love one person in a unique way, and attend a Maundy Thursday 

Communion Service in remembrance of the day before Jesus’ death. 

                                                                               ~ https://www.southbaychurchli.org/ 
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