
Our Service of Worship for April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunday 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome 

Prelude: “Trumpet Tune in C”—William Boyce  

Don Casso, trumpet and Heather MacPhail, organ  

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Blessing of the Easter Candle 

Response: “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” 

Noelle Scheper, soprano and Travis Pearce, tenor 

Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” *  

Noelle Scheper, soprano and Travis Pearce, tenor   

Children’s Moment 

Prayer for Illumination and Scripture Readings: Mark 16:1-8 * 

Sermon: “Cliffhanger...” 

Solo: “The Trumpet Shall Sound” from Messiah—G. F. Handel 

Travis Pearce, tenor and Dan Casso, trumpet 

A Time of Offering 

The Pascal Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Special Closing Music: “Hallelujah” from Messiah—G. F. Handel 

      Noelle Scheper, soprano; Travis Pearce, tenor; Dan Casso, trumpet 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Toccata” from Symphony No. 5—Widor 

Heather MacPhail, organ 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather  MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries   



Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  

1. Thou Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

3. Sing we to our God above Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

Praise our God, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

Hallelujah Chorus  

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord 

And of His Christ and of His Christ  

And He shall reign for ever and ever 

For ever and ever. Forever and ever 

King of kings, and Lord of lords  

King of kings, and Lord of lords 

And Lord of lords 

And He shall reign 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of kings, forever and ever 

And Lord of lords 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of kings! and Lord of lords! 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of kings! and Lord of lords! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1-8—The Resurrection of Jesus 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one 

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  

4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 

rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  

6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But 

go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  

Moment for Meditation: Eater 



Love does not exist unless it is given away. In the Christian faith, God gave God’s love 

away by creating the Incarnation—which was the person of Jesus. And Jesus’ love for 

humanity was given away when he offered himself up to death.  God gave Jesus, and Jesus 

gave his life—all done in a love that was given away. And in both cases, the love continues. 

Easter is the witness that love is stronger than death. That is sometimes hard to believe, 

and difficult to embrace. Pass the love on, because it doesn’t exist unless it is given away. 

On this Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection, which is the gift of a divine love that 

cannot be shut down by death. Or by fear or anger or disappointment or grief. This 

enormous gift of love has been given to us. And we are challenged to pass it on. Otherwise, 

it doesn’t really exist. 

                                                                                    ~ The Episcopal Diocese of Newark 

The Risen Jesus is the lasting image and eternal icon of what God is going to do everywhere 

for everybody in all of time. God’s exact job description is this, according to St. Paul: I am 

the God “who turns death into life and calls into being what does not yet exist” (Romans 

4:17). Starting in Genesis, Yahweh is always creating something out of nothing (creatio ex 

nihilo), which becomes the bedrock meaning of grace. Jesus stands forever as God’s 

promise, guarantee, and lifetime warranty of what God has always been about and will 

forever do: turn crucifixions into resurrections! What else would give us hope? 

For me, that is what it means to “believe in Jesus” (see 1 Corinthians 15:20-23). We, like 

the women in the Gospel, are still asking, “Who will roll away the stone?” The first thing 

we need to recognize is that the stone is surely there, but notice also the moment of their 

arrival. They came “just as the sun was rising” (Mark 16:2). I think the text is telling us 

that it is divine light that allows us to both see—and then see beyond—the very same stone. 

                                                                                              ~ Father Richard Rohr, OFM 

 


