
Our Service of Worship for April 11, 2021 

The second Sunday of easter 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”—arr. Raymond H. Haan  

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Christ Is Alive!” *  

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination and Scripture Readings: Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-31 * 

Sermon: “Living As We Believe” 

A Time of Offering 

Anthem: “Hymn of Promise”—Natalie Sleeth 

Noelle Scheper, soprano and Paul Vigar, baritone 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “The Strife is O’er” * 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “This Joyful Eastertide”—Douglas E. Wagner 

 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

 

 

 

  

 



Christ is Alive!  

1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.  

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound  

To distant years in Palestine, 

But saving, healing, here and now,  

And touching every place and time. 

3. Christ is alive, and comes to bring  

Good news to this and every age, 

Till earth and sky and ocean ring  

With joy, with justice, love and praise. 

The Strife Is O’er   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1. The strife is o’er, the battle done;  

The victory of life is won; 

The song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! 

2. The powers of death have done their worst,  

But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 

3. Lord, by your wounds on Calvary,  

From death's dread sting your servants free, 

That we may live eternally. Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 4:31-35—a New Kind of Community  

31 When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 

together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke the word of God with boldness. 32 Now the whole group of those 

who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. 33 

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as 

many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 

They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33—The Risen Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  



24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the 

house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Moment for Meditation: Trusting God 

Few things are more sacred than trust between people, and few things are more ravaging 

than to have that trust fail. When you’ve had your trust broken many times, it is easy to 

start seeing God through the lens of these experiences as well. Can God really be trusted? 

We wonder sometimes. If he is so sufficient and good, then why did he let me lose that 

baby, or my job, or that opportunity I so needed? God, my kids are messed up, and I don't 

know what to do. My marriage is in trouble, or my finances are desperate. My body is 

letting me down now or, My friend is dying. I'm honestly trying to do right, God, but I’m 

scared. Will things turn out okay? Are you really trustworthy, God?  

Have you ever wondered this? Sometimes we are afraid to talk to God this honestly. It 

seems a lack of faith to question the way things are unfolding. But Jesus shows us that it is 

not. It is not a sign of lack of trust in God. It is okay to cry out, to ask God if there might 

be a plan B. Sometimes there is. Remember also that one day the operation of his grace 

will reach its final fulfillment, and the work of healing Jesus began will be completely 

done. We will see the scars in his hands and the love in his eyes, and we will know then 

with total assurance that even in our darkest hour, he was always with us, fully trustworthy, 

at work for our good, as he is even now.                

                                                                              ~ Dan Meyer, preachingtoday.com 

 


