
Our Service of Worship for March 21, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Largo” from Sonata in C Major, BWV 1005—J. S. Bach *  

Harvey Thurmer, violin 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “At the Name of Jesus” **—Noelle Scheper, soprano      

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 12:20-33 ** 

Sermon: “It’s That Simple” 

Solo: “What Wondrous Love Is This”—Duane Funderburk 

Harvey Thurmer, violin and Heather MacPhail, piano 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” **—Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Charge and Benediction

 

Postlude: “Fugue in G Minor,” BWV 578—J. S. Bach * 

*In honor of Johann Sebastian Bach, Born March 21, 1685—Happy Birthday, Johann! 

** The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 
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Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

 

 



 

At the Name of Jesus  

1. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,  

Every tongue confess him King of glory now. 

‘Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 

Who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

2. Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 

With his Father's glory, over earth to reign; 

For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 

And our hearts confess him King of glory now.  

O Jesus, I Have Promised   

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end;  

Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my friend; 

I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side,  

Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide.  

2. O let me feel Thee near me! The world is ever near:  

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear.  

My foes are ever near me, around me and within;  

But, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin.  

3. O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee 

That where Thou art in glory there shall Thy servant be.  

And, Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end;  

O give me grace to follow, my Master and my friend.  

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34—A New Covenant 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah.  

32 It will not be like the covenant that I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord.  

33But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the 

Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people.  

34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they 

shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive 

their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

 

 



 

Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33—Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the 

festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who 

was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, 

we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; 

then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where 

I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 

me, the Father will honor. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say, 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 

hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 

and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 

Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 

your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

Moment for Meditation: Do We Wish to See Jesus? 

I’ve always been vaguely puzzled by John 12:20-26. Here Jesus has come to Jerusalem in 

triumphal entry and is preparing for the feast of Passover. Some Greeks approach Phillip 

and make this request: “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” [Jesus’ answer is] ...not a response in 

any way to the request made by the poor Greeks. At least, it doesn’t seem to be. 

The words of Jesus are interesting here, though. He’s talking about his cross. The 

implication is clear: Those who follow Jesus will need to lay down their lives, as he will 

shortly lay down his own life. Jesus died for the life of the world; his followers die to 

deliver his gospel to the world. Jesus died for sin; his followers die to the power of sin in 

their lives. If we are to follow him, we will need to do as he does. 

How is any of this an answer to the Greek supplicants? I think Jesus does answer them, 

and his answer is profound. He’s saying that if these Greeks want to see him, want to see 

the fullest, truest picture of him, then they must look to the cross. There is a lesson here for 

us. If you want to see Jesus, then look to the cross. Jesus’ miracles are not a true reflection 

of who he is outside of the cross. His teaching is not a true reflection of who he is outside 

of the cross. Do you want to see Jesus? Do you want to see his mercy, his justice, his love, 

his obedience to the Father, his humility, his holiness? There are many places you can look 

to see these qualities, but only one place you must look: look to the cross. There is salvation 

nowhere else, and nowhere else will you become the kind of man or woman who will lay 

down your life for Jesus. 

                                       ~ Daniel Stanley, https://schoolofdiscipleship.org/sir-see-jesus/ 

 

https://schoolofdiscipleship.org/sir-see-jesus/

