
Our Service of Worship for March 14, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”—arr. Dale Wood 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” *          

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination/Scripture Readings: Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-21 * 

Sermon: “Look Up and Live” 

Solo: “God So Loved the World”—John Stainer Paul Vigar, baritone 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “Today We All Are Called to be Disciples” *          

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “To God Be the Glory”—arr. John Innes  

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

 



There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy  

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,  

Like the wideness of the sea. 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice,  

Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows  

Are more felt than up in Heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings  

Have such kindly judgement given. 

2. For the love of God is broader  

Than the measures of the mind, 

And the heart of the Eternal  

Is most wonderfully kind.  

If our love were but more faithful,  

We would gladly trust God’s word; 

And our lives reflect Thanksgiving  

For the goodness of our Lord. 

Today We All Are Called to be Disciples   

1. Today we are all called to be disciples of the Lord, 

To help to set the captives free, make plow-share out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 

To serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 

2. May we in service to our God act out the living Word, 

And walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord 

To God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord.  

 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9—The Bronze Serpent 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 

around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on 

the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 

miserable food.”  

6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 

they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people 

came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the 

serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And 

the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it 

on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.”  

9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 

whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 

serpent of bronze and live. 

  



Gospel Reading: John 3:11-21 

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 

and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 

receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No 

one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And 

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God 

did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not 

condemned; but those who do not believe are 

condemned already, because they have not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God.  

19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light 

and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do 

what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done 

in God.” 

Moment for Meditation:  

Early in this passage of Scripture we find a verse which is possibly the most well-known 

and frequently cited passage in all of Christian Scripture, John 3:16. While this verse 

cannot be read outside of the reality of Good Friday and Easter, it is noteworthy that neither 

the death nor the resurrection of Jesus is directly addressed. At its heart, the Lenten Season 

is about both remembrance and preparation. Yet, even in the midst of both remembrance 

and preparation, Lent is neither about the past nor the future. Lent is the present 

embodiment of both the past and the future, the point at which the events of the past and 

hope for the future intersect.   

                                                                                                      ~ John Bechtold                                                              


