
Our Service of Worship for February 14, 2021 

The Transfiguration of the Lord 
The Last Sunday Before Lent—Valentine’s Day 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude:                    “Though I May Speak”—arr. Arthur Frackenpohl  

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair” *          

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination/Scripture Readings: 1 John 4:7-19; Mark 9:2-9 * 

Sermon: “Divine Encounters” 

Solo:                   “The Lord Is My Light”—Frances Allitsen (arr. Jenkins) 

                                             LeeAnne Galioto, mezzo soprano 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” *          

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude:                             “Prelude in G Major”—J. S. Bach  

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries    



    

O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair 

1. O wondrous sight, O vision fair  

Of glory that the church shall share, 

Which Christ upon the mountain shows, 

Where brighter than the sun he glows! 

2. With shining face and bright array 

Christ deigns to manifest today 

What glory shall be theirs above 

Who joy in God with perfect love. 

3. And faithful hearts are raised on high 

By this great vision's mystery, 

For which in joyful strains we raise 

The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise. 

Swiftly Pass The Clouds of Glory    

1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory, Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light; 

Moses and Elijah vanish; Christ alone commands the height! 

Peter, James, and John fall silent, turning from the summit's rise 

Downward toward the shadowed valley, where their Lord has fixed His eyes. 

2. Lord, transfigure our perception with the purest light that shines, 

And recast our life's intentions to the shape of Your designs, 

Till we seek no other glory than what lies past Calvary's hill 

And our living and our dying and our rising by Your will. 

First Reading: 1 John 4:7-19—God Is Love 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 

so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us 

so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen 

and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 

of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus 

is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have 

known and believe the love that God has for us. God is 

love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 

abides in them.  

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 

have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us.  

 
 



Mark 9:2-9—The Transfiguration 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 

and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he 

was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 

them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 

were talking with Jesus.  

5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; 

let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen 

to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 

with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 

had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

Moment for Meditation—Valentine’s Day 

The evolution of Valentine’s Day has followed a course similar to the evolution of Santa 

Claus. It began with legends surrounding an obscure saint (actually, there’s more than one 

St. Valentine) from early Christian history that oddly morphed over the centuries into 

something else entirely. Then it exploded into a pop culture and commercial phenomenon 

in Victorian England (thank the Brits for greeting cards, flowers, and “confectionaries”), 

with the United States quickly jumping on the bandwagon.  

No one knows for sure how a February 14th feast day 

commemorating a martyr(s) came to be a celebration of 

Eros love. It’s possible that when 5th Century Pope 

Gelasius l abolished the ancient Roman pagan fertility 

festival, Lupercalia (celebrated on February 15th), it ended 

up just meshing with St. Valentine’s Day. All we know is 

that “Volantynys day” abruptly shows up in a romantic 

poem by Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th Century and it’s 

been with us ever since. 

So what should Christians make of today’s Valentine’s Day? As much as purely possible! 

Valentine was a saint and Eros is not Cupid’s domain. It’s God’s! Christians should be the 

most unashamed, exuberant celebrators of romantic love there are, and the strongest 

guardians of God’s design and boundaries, because God made it for us to enjoy! And God, 

the greatest romantic in existence, has designed it to give us a taste of the greatest romance 

that will ever exist, of which all Christians will experience. 

 

 


