
Our Service of Worship for December 6, 2020 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Sleepers Wake! A Voice is Calling”—J. S. Bach         

Heather MacPhail, organ 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” *           

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination/Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11, 27-31; Mark 1:1-8 * 

Sermon: “Tidings of Comfort and Joy” 

Solo: “Comfort Ye/Ev’ry Valley Shall Be Exalted” from Messiah—G. F. Handel     

Travis Pearce, tenor 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Words of Institution 

The Sharing of the Elements 

The Pastoral Prayer After Communion/The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” *           

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Hark! The Glad Sound”—arr. Robert J. Powell    

* You are invited to remain seated for the hymns, and follow along silently or hum as the music 

is played. The words to the hymns and the Scripture reading are on the reverse side. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries                                                                                                                 

    



Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood; 

He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

3. At his feet, the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King.”  

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.   

2. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,  

Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,  

Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:  

O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

3. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,  

When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold;  

When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  

And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11, 27-31—God’s People Are Comforted 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 

she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double 

for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory 

of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower 

fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, 

the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.  

9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 

God!” 10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs 

in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right 

is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable.  

 



29 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30 Even youths will faint and be 

weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 

walk and not faint. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8—The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the prophet 

Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins.  

6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 

and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 

MOMENT FOR MEDITATION  

The path of peace is inextricably tied up with reconciliation and tearing down of barriers that 

separate us. When we examine the life of Jesus, we see a man who never allowed labels or positions 

to get in the way of seeing people for who they truly were. He taught radical ideas. He taught us 

to love others as we love ourselves; he taught us to forgive as we have been forgiven; he 

demonstrated that we can transform our enemy by seeing them as God sees them and thereby 

enabling them to see themselves. 

This Christmas season, consider: What must we give up, to walk the path of peace? What must we 

actively do? Even when we have been wronged, why must we forgive our debtors? And what does 

it mean to forgive another “as we have been forgiven”? 

Peace is a matter of achieving that which we have within us.  C.S. Lewis, speaking in the voice of 

Aslan, referred to the law of love as the “deep magic.” Peace and reconciliation are not easy; 

sometimes the trust and openness that is required to achieve great results is as contrary to common 

sense as is a vision of angels appearing to a ragged band of shepherds on a winter night.  But unless 

we take the risk, we achieve nothing; and until we achieve peace, we have nothing. What does it 

gain a man to gain the whole world, but to lose his own soul?  So, this season, my wish for you is, 

Peace!  Try it!          http://xanskinner.blogspot.com/2009/12/christmas-meditation-on-peace.html 


