
 

Our Service of Worship for December 27, 2020 

The First Sunday After Christmas 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “The First Noel”—Lani Smith  

Call to Worship 

Lighting the Christ Candle and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “Joy to the World”            

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Luke 2:1-7  

Sermon: “True Story” 

Solo: “Bring A Torch, Jeanette, Isabella,” arr. Mark Hayes—LeeAnne Galioto, mezzo-soprano 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “Go, Tell It On The Mountain”            

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”—arr. Carolyn Hamlin    

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries  

 

 



Joy to the World!  

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its king; 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,  

And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Go Tell It on the Mountain  

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  

Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  

First Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3—Good News of Deliverance and Vindication 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 

up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 

vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2 The nations shall 

see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that 

the mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and 

a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-7—The Birth of Jesus 

1 In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered.  

 



4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Moment for Meditation—New Year’s 2021 Quotes for the Realist 

• Welcome, 2021! Here’s hoping you can’t be worse than last year. 

• Seriously? We saw how 2020 went. Do we really want to do this, again? 

• Happy 2021! Spoiler Alert: We’re still social distancing. 

• Whatever you do, don’t ask what’s next! 

• On the bright side, thanks to lockdown we never got used to writing 2020 on things, 

so 2021 should come easier. 

• Here’s hoping 2020 really is hindsight! 

• We’re social distancing from 2021 until we see how it goes… 

• First rule of 2021: No one talks about 2020. 

• I lived through 2020. Please don’t kiss me at midnight. 

• Here’s hoping 2021 figures out which Zoom meetings could have been emails! 

• After 2020, my 2021 expectations are lowering faster than the ball in Times Square. 

• Sorry we couldn’t come to your NYE party. We’re socially distancing. 

• A wish for 2021: May the dumpster fire belong to someone else. 

• Pop, Clink, Fizz! (That’s Alka Seltzer, not champagne. #thanks2020) 

                                                                                          ~ scarymommy.com 


