
Our Service of Worship for December 13, 2020 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “”—         

Heather MacPhail, organ 

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” *           

A Time of Confession 

Prayer for Illumination/Scripture Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:26-38 * 

Sermon: “Changing Everything” 

Solo: “  

Travis Pearce, tenor 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child ” *           

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “ ”—arr.    

* You are invited to remain seated for the hymns, and follow along silently or hum as the music 

is played. The words to the hymns and the Scripture reading are on the reverse side. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries                                                                                                                     

 



The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame. 

“All hail,” said he, “O lowly maiden Mary,” 

Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

2. “For now a blessed mother you shall be, 

“All generations praise continually. 

“Your Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,” 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

3. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn. 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  

1. Gentle Mary laid her Child lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the undefiled, to the world a stranger: 

Such a Babe in such a place, can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race who have found His favor.   

2. Angels sang about His birth; wise men sought and found Him; 

Heaven's star shone brightly forth, glory all around Him: 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, all the hills were ringing.  

3. Gentle Mary laid her Child lowly in a manger; 

He is still the undefiled, but no more a stranger: 

Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth, hail the King of glory! 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11—The Good News of Deliverance 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 

good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 4 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 

the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 

has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and 

as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring up before all the nations. 

 



 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-38—The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to 

a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  

30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 

sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 

 
 

Moment for Meditation 

This is the second week of Advent, a season of preparation for celebrating the birth of the 

Savior. The main mood of Advent is one of serious hope. It’s a time more of quiet longing 

than loud celebration. But many Christians let Advent be a time of joy. 

Even as we remember how the Jews waited for the coming of the Messiah, and even as we 

wait for his second coming, we remember and wait with joy, because we know how the story 

ends. Christ was born! Christ is coming again! There will be a time when God will wipe away 

every tear, when the lion will lie down with the lamb, when implements of war will be turned 

into tools for harvesting. Thus we rejoice even as we wait with hope.  

              ~ Mark D. Roberts, thetheologyofwork.org/thehighercalling 


