
Our Service of Worship for November 29, 2020 

The First Sunday of Advent 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Sarabande” from Suite in C Major—J.S. Bach          Joe Kovac, cello                

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle/Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” *          Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Confession 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession 

Moment for Silent Reflection/Assurance of Pardon 

Prayer for Illumination/Scripture Readings: Isaiah 64:1-8; Mark 13:24-37 * 

Sermon: “Hope IS Coming!” 

Special Music: “Fantasia on ‘Greensleeves’”—R. Vaughan Williams 

Joe Kovac, cello; Heather MacPhail, piano 

The Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” *          Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Allegro” from Concerto in B Minor—Johann G. Walther 

 

* You are invited to remain seated for the hymns, and follow along silently or hum as the music 

is played. The words to the hymns and the Scripture reading are on the reverse side. 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

 



 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

2. O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

3. O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

1. Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit raise us to Thy glorious throne.  

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-8—The Prophet’s Voice 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence—
2 

as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make 

your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 

When 

you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence.  

4 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 
5
 You meet those who gladly do right, those who 

remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 

transgressed.  

6 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7
 There is no one who 

calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and 

have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8
 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the 

clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24-37—The Coming of the Son of Man  

24
 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, 
25

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26

 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
27

 Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven.  

 

 



 
 

28
 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30

 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 
31

 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away.  

32
 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 
33

 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
34

 It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
35 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 

at dawn, 
36

 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
37 

And what I say to you I 

say to all: Keep awake.” 

 
 

MOMENT FOR MEDITATION  

The keeping of an Advent wreath is a common practice in many homes and churches. For 

every Sunday of Advent, a candle is lit. Each candle represents a different theme: hope, 

peace, joy, and love. On this first Sunday of Advent, whose theme is hope, ask yourself 

these questions: 

 What does hope mean to you? 

 Does hope mean that there are good things to come, or better things to come? 

 Does hope always mean that things will have to change? 

 Does hope mean that the future has to be better than what you experienced in the past, or 

only better than what you are experiencing in the present? 

 What is the difference between a wish and a hope? 

 Is hope a choice or a feeling? 

 What is the hope you have based on? (i.e. How do you know the things that you hope for 

will come true?) 

  ~ Tim and Olive Chan 



 


